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Knowing  Insects 
Through  Stories 


By  FLOYD  BRALLIAR 


Here  is  a book  of  wonderful  stories  of  insect  life,  that 
reveal  the  fascinating  and  remarkable  habits  of  Bees, 
Butterflies,  Grasshoppers,  Ants,  Beetles,  Wasps.  Moths, 
and  many  other  varieties.  It  is  all  told  in  the  form  of 
stories  that  will  charm  both  adults  and  children.  This 
is  a simple  course  in  Natural  History,  arranged  in  an 
unusual  and  delightful  way. 
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AMAZING  GLIMPSES  INTO  INSECT  LIFE 


How  the  Ants  Milk  Their  Cows 

The  wonderful  story  of  these  little  people — how  they 
house, care  for, and  milk  their  cows;  how  they  plant  and 
raise  their  crops;  how  they  build  roads  and  houses;  how 
they  do  all  the  other  marvelous  things  they  do — this  fas- 
cinating story  is  one  of  the  many  related  in  this  book. 

The  Lady  Who  Eats  Her  Husband 

The  life  story  of  Jen  theTerrible,  the  Praying  Mantis,  is 
told  here  in  vivid  form—  how  this  ferocious  little  insect 
starts  life  by  devouring  her  brothers  and  sisters,  and 
later  on  caps  the  climax  by  gobbling  up  her  husband 
during  their  honeymoon — and  forms  a fascinating 
chapter  of  this  book. 

Moonlight  Dances  of  June-Bugs 

The  courtship  of  these  insects  at  their 
nightly  dances,  the  building  of  their 
homes,  the  rearing  of  their  young,  the 
wonderful  way  in  which  they  assist  each 
other  when  in  distress,  and  all  the  other 
remarkable  details  of  the  life  ot  these 
creatures,  are  described  graphically. 

How  the  Hornet  Makes  Paper 

Here  you  read  of  the  marvelous  construction  of  the 
hornet’s  huge  paper  nest,  what  it  is  made  of,  how  it  is 
arranged,  how  it  is  fastened  to  its  support.  You  learn 
how  these  creatures  stab  their  enemies  and  their  prey; 
how  they  protect  their  homes;  and  many  other  intensely 
interesting  characteristics  of  them. 


How  the  Queen  Bee  Starts  xr Colony 
. These  busy  little  people,  the  Bees,  live  most  interest- 
ing lives  as  this  book  will  show  you.  You  read  here 
how  a colony  is  started  and  developed;  how  sentries  are 
placed  on  guard  over  the  nest;  how  rivalries  spring  up 
among  the  Queens;  how  food  is  gathered  and  stored; 
how  homes  and  pantries  are  built;  and  many  other 
marvelous  things. 

A Fascinating  New  Book  of  Natural  History 
This  is  a simple  course  in  Natural  History,  arranged 
in  unusual  and  delightful  form.  Its  style  is  simple 
enough  for  the  children  to  understand,  and  its  contents 
interesting  enough  to  charm  everybody.  This 
volume  can  be  relied  upon  as  a book  oi  instruc- 
tion for  the  greatest  care  has  been  taken  to  make 
it  scientifically  accurate.  One  of  its  most  valu- 
able features  is  the  teaching  of  what  insects  are 
helpful  and  what  are  harmful. 

Dozens  of  Insects  Described 

Among  the  insects  described  here  are  Bees, 
Butterflies,  Moths,  Beetles,  Weevils,  Grass- 
hoppers. Wasps,  Hornets,  Spiders,  Ants,  Dragon- 
flies, Mantises,  Doodlebugs,  May-flies,  Scorpion  flies.  Daddy- 
long-legs,  Mosquitoes,  House-flies,  and  others.  The  appearance, 
habits,  characteristics,  etc.,  of  all  of  these  are  explained. 

Many  Beautiful  Illustrations 

There  are  twelve  full  page  plates  in  this  volume,  six  of  which 
are  in  the  full  original  colors  of  their  subjects.  This  color  work 
is  remarkable  for  the  fidelity  with  which  it  sets  off  the  proper 
shades  and  variegations.  In  addition  to  these,  there  are  many  text 
drawings,  charts,  keys  to  technical  names,  etc. 


These  Are  But  a Few  Suggestions  of  the  Many  Glimpses  This  Volume  Gives  You  Into  the  Marvels  of  Insect  Life 


Highest  Authorities 

“ I have  carefully  gone  over  this  interesting  collection  of  stories  and  believe  the 
author  has  accomplished  what  he  set  out  to  do— to  encourage  the  readers  to  find  in 
real  life  real  animate  forms  vhich,  in  their  many  transformations  and  habits,  are  as 
marvelous  as  many  of  the  .airy  tales  and  far  more  interesting,  as  many  of  them  have 
proved  to  be  our  real  friends  or  enemies.  I think  a book  of  this  nature  will  create 
a love  of  observing,  collecting,  and  studying  insects.  Wish  to  compliment  you  upon 
the  mechanical  execution  of  the  work  and  the  many  beautiful  illustrations  accom- 
panying it.” — G.  M.  Bentley,  State  Entomologist,  University  of  Tennessee. 


Endorse  This  Book 

" The  effort  to  attract  young  people  to  the  study  of  insects  has  my  entire  approval. 
I know  of  only  two  books  which  have  approached  this  subject  as  Mr.  Bralliar  has 
done.  Mr.  Bralliar’s  book  is  quite  distinct  from  either  of  these.  The  illustrations 
are  very  beautiful  and  Mr.  Bralliar's  stories  are  very  well  told.  You  have  put  out  an 
attractive  book,  and  one  which  I think  will  not  only  be  widely  read,  but  will  do  much 
good.” — L.  O.  Howard,  Chief  of  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Entomology. 


PRAISE  FROM  THOSE  WHO  KNOW 


"This  book  is  bound  to  be  of  great  value  in  interesting  children  in 
out-of-door  observations  and  in  the  study  of  some  of  the  most  fascin 
ating  of  living  forms.  The  style  is  simple  and  attractive.  The  addition 
of  the  keys  to  important  groups  makes  the  book  valuable  to  older 
students  as  well  as  for  beginners.”—  IVm.  A.  Riley , Chief  of  Division 
of  Economic  Zoology,  University  of  Minnesota. 

"It  has  been  a joy  and  delight  to  read  your  new  book.  I expected 
a treat  and  this  certainly  comes  up  to  my  highest  expectations.  It  Is 
just  the  thing  we  have  been  needing.”—  Myrtle  L.  Kaufman.  Principal, 
Teachers'  Training  School , Springfield , III. 

"‘Knowing  Insects  Through  Stories’  will  fill  a great  need.  The 
simple  style  in  which  it  is  written  brings  clearly  the  message  to  young 
children,  as  well  as  affording  interesting  and  instructive  reading  for 
boys  and  girls  and  even  grown-ups.  I can  not  say  too  much  in  praise 
of  it.” — Virginia  P.  Moore , University  of  Tennessee. 

"It  is  a book  that  will  be  taken  up  again  and  again  by  the  adult  or 
child  who  once  finds  interest  in  insect  life.” — Springfield  Republican. 

"In  this  book  the  butterflies,  bees,  and  wasps,  and  other  field  and 
forest  folk  are  introduced  to  us  in  a particularly  fascinating  way.”- 
Brooklyn  Standard  Union. 

"The  book  is  delightfully  written.  It  is  scarcely  too  high  praise  to 
mention  the  writer  as  doing  for  America  what  Fabre  did  for  Europe. 
The  illustrations,  some  of  them  in  color,  are  of  high  value.” — Cleveland 
Plain-Dealer. 

" A wonderfully  interesting  book  for  outdoor  lovers.  More  absorb- 
ing for  young  people  than  fairy  tales,  and  just  as  readable,  too,  for 
older  folk.  Truly  a valuable  book  as  well  as  interesting.” — Brooklyn 
Citizen. 

" It  gives  in  pleasant  and  non-technical  manner  information  that  will 
remain  valid  under  the  most  scientific  investigations.  By  studying  it 
one  is  introduced  to  a new  world,  full  of  beauty  and  surprize.”—.^// 
Lake  City  Tribune. 

" It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a better  way  to  know  insect  life  than 
through  this  fascinating  book,  which  grown-ups  will  enjoy  as  well  as 
children.  The  writer  has  sympathy  and  imagination  and  presents  the 
subject  delightfully.”— Seattle  Post-Intelligencer. 
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